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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Date: February 13, 2015 
Contact:  Andy Fobes, TPA PA Director, 813.905.5132 or afobes@tampaport.com 

Pictured, L to R:  Paul Anderson, Port Tampa Bay president & CEO, welcomes attendees and presenters to the 26
th

 
Annual Tampa Steel Conference, held at the port’s Cruise Terminal 3, February 11-12.  Steel Conference attendees 
enjoy the first of three expert panel discussions regarding the global steel industry and related economic trends. 

Port Tampa Bay Reports Successful Annual 
Steel Conference and Safety Summit 
 

TAMPA, Fla.—Port Tampa Bay is very pleased to report that its signature events held this week, the 

annual Tampa Steel Conference and Safety & Risk Mitigation Summit, were both well attended and 

informative, bringing together industry and transportation professionals and experts to the port’s Cruise 

Terminal 3, Wednesday through Friday. 

 

In its twenty-sixth year, the Tampa Steel Conference is a premier forum and gathering in the 

steel industry that brought together more than 200 industry professionals, economists and logistics 

experts from across the U.S. and abroad.  The Steel Conference this year falls on the heels of last 

month’s State of the Port address, during which Port CEO Paul Anderson reported a robust first quarter 

of steel imports this year—a very significant 200% over the same time during the prior fiscal year—

indicating healthy activity across the West/Central Florida construction sector. 

 

After welcoming remarks by Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn, Port Tampa Bay President/CEO Paul 

Anderson, and David Phelps, former president of the American Institute for International Steel (AIIS), 

who served as master of ceremonies, a well-rounded roster of panel experts who discussed the state 
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and expected trends of the steel industry included  Phillip Bell, president, Steel Manufacturers 

Association; Walter Kemmsies, chief economist, Moffatt & Nichol; Tom Perdue, president, Ports America 

Stevedoring; Fulvio Carlini, chairman/CEO, Multi Marine Services; Richard Chriss, executive director, 

AIIS; Lewis Leibowitz, Law Office of Lewis E. Leibowitz; Alan Price, partner, Wiley Rein LLP; Jo Isenberg-

O’Loughlin, executive editor, American Metal Market; Ira Kreft, Bank of America Merrill Lynch; Lisa 

Goldenberg, COO, Delaware Steel; Richard McLaughlin, partner, WSD Consulting; Rick Shannon, 

president, Atlantic Ro-Ro; Mark Bula, chief commercial officer, Big River Steel; and Keith Busse, 

chairman of the board of Steel Dynamics, Inc. 

 

Rounding out the program, the Honorable Scott Brown, former U.S. senator and Fox News 

contributor, presented the keynote address and brief question and answer session with attendees. 

 

### MORE ### 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: L to R:  USCG Capt. Gregory Case, Sector St. Petersburg; Paul Anderson, Port Tampa Bay president/CEO; Jennifer 
Holloway, Great 38 TV and master of ceremonies; Hon. Andrew Card, former White House chief of staff and U.S. secretary of 
transportation; Alison “Lisi” Kaufman; Rear Admiral (ret.) Edward G. Winters, III.  Jennifer Holloway, master of ceremonies, 
moderates the panel of Mary Yeargan, Florida DEP; Roger Youngren, Ports America; and Emilio Salabarria, Port Tampa Bay, to 
discuss safety and operations standards.  Rear Admiral Edward Winters (ret.) discusses his experiences in risk mitigation and 
safety while in active duty with the U.S. Naval Special Warfare Command and Seal Team 6. 

 

In its second year being presented by Port Tampa Bay, the Safety & Risk Management Summit 

brings together safety and operations professionals from across the regional transportation gamut and 

highlights trends and initiatives relevant to the port and transportation. 

 

Drawing upon the success of last year’s safety summit, this week’s event also featured a robust 

bevy of presenters, featuring a keynote address by the Honorable Andrew Card, former White House 

chief of staff and secretary of transportation, who told his inspiring story of life in Washington 
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immediately following the attacks of 9/11.  The event was opened by Paul Anderson, port president and 

CEO, and Capt. Gregory Case, USCG Sector St. Petersburg, and captain of the port. 

 

This year’s Safety Summit brought together hundreds of stakeholders, law enforcement officials 

and safety professionals, as well as high-ranking military leaders and renowned government officials 

from across the spectrum.  An esteemed group of presenters included: Capt. Gregory Case, USCG Sector 

St. Petersburg; Nick LoCicero, assistant chief of operations, Tampa Fire Rescue; Luz Bossanyi, planning 

manager, Florida Division of Emergency Management; Michael Ryan, manager for emergency planning; 

Hillsborough Office of Emergency Management; Mary Yeargan, Florida DEP; Roger Youngren, vice 

president-safety, Ports America; Emilio Salabarria, director of safety training and emergency 

preparedness, Port Tampa Bay;  Cindi Heffernan, McGriff, Seibels & Williams, Inc.; Chris Kettleson, Public 

Risk Underwriters of Florida, Inc.; David Jellerson, The Mosaic Company.  Of particular note, highlighting 

the importance of the summit, were Rear Admiral Edward G. Winters III (ret.), former commanding 

officer, Naval Special Warfare Command and Seal Team 6, and the Honorable Andrew H. Card, Jr., 

Former White House chief of staff and U.S. secretary of transportation, who was introduced by his 

sister, Lisi Clark, who serves as director of government relations for The Mosaic Company. 

 

“We at Port Tampa Bay are absolutely elated at the success of our back-to-back Steel 

Conference and Safety Summit this week, which was the direct result of much dedication to quality and 

the collaboration of some very prominent, nationally renowned industry leaders who have come 

together to share experiences and impart knowledge that will make our port and region stronger.  We 

owe our partners, special guests and sponsors a major round of gratitude for taking part this year in the 

port’s signature events,” Paul Anderson, port president and CEO, said.  “We are very aware of our role 

as the strongest economic engine in our region, and with this comes the responsibility to develop 

programs that empower our stakeholders with knowledge about an array of issues and topics, as well 

best practices that will provide direction and benefits to us all,” he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

### END ### 


