
 

 

 

April 24, 2015 

Dear Senator Lee, 

As you may know, the Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce, the St. Petersburg Area Chamber of 

Commerce and the Clearwater Regional Chamber of Commerce have identified expanding health care 

coverage as top priority issue for this year's legislative session.  Our chambers and our members have 

been working tirelessly to secure a resolution to the current budget impasse that we believe to be in the 

best interests of our local business community, and we continue to believe that the Senate's proposal 

holds the key to achieving that objective even in the face of the Administration's current position on LIP 

funding renewal.  

 From our perspective here in Tampa Bay, it seems clear that we must rededicate ourselves to ensuring 

that health care expansion is fully realized here in Florida in the short term, while signaling our resolve 

to secure full LIP funding from the Administration for our state's hospitals, and for those citizens who 

may otherwise be unable to shoulder a burden that will ultimately be borne by our entire business 

community. 

 We have on many occasions stood shoulder-to-shoulder with the Florida Chamber on a host of critical 

issues impacting the future of our business community, and look forward to continuing that partnership 

in the months and years to come.  On this particular issue, however, we stand side by side with our 

elected officials within the Florida Senate who have offered a pathway to meaningful health care reform 

that remains a viable solution for our members here in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Clearwater. 

 Thank you for your willingness to consider our position and for your continued leadership on issues of 

importance to our members and to the business community at large. 

  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 William Ulbricht 
Board Chair 
St. Petersburg Area Chamber of 
Commerce 
 

Brian Aungst Jr 
Board Chair 
Clearwater Regional Chamber of 
Commerce 
 

Ronald A. Christaldi 
Board Chair 
Greater Tampa Chamber of 
Commerce 
 


